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Thomas Wallis, As Heſlop, Thomas Leeke + 
Wilſon, John Bouſtead, and Van Wilſon, 


| For 2 CONSPIRACY, BSc 
Againſt one I ERECT ELM SEWELL; 


— g 


Before the CO RUT of NISI PRIUS, a. 


Held at the City of CARLISLE, in and for the County 
ö ; of CUMBERLA 


' On SATURDAY the 151th Day of AUG vis, 1789, 
| B Y THE 


Honourable Sir ALEX ANDER THOMSON, one 4 
* Barons of His ä s Court of Exchequer, 


And a JURY of the ſaid e 


5 CONTAINING | 

The Information granted againſt the Defendants by the a 
Court of King's Bench, with the Evidence at large 
for and againſt the Defendants, as taken by a Gen- 
leman at the Bar upon the Trial. | 
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PREFACE 


HE attention of the Public ku 
been attracted in a very uncom- 


mon degree by the following Trial; as 
well on account of the illegal and atroci- Wes. 
ous combination againſt ſociety imputed 


to the defendants, as what was 'meant 
and intended by them to be practiced 
againſt the liberty and property of the 


10 Jonathan Sewell, who is a weak 


infirm man, upwards of ſeventy years 
of ages 
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Thomas Wallis, Ann Heſlop, ae Lecke 
| Wilſon, John Bouſtead, and John Wilſon. 


: The King againſt Thomas Wallis and four Others. 


1789, Sir Alexander Thomſon being ſeated in the Court, 
is cauſe was called, and the following gentleman were then 
ſworn in and upon the jury to try the ſame, viz. Edward 
Moore of Whitehaven, Henry Jefferſon of the ſame place, John 
Bateman of the ſame, John Wilſon of the ſame, Robert Stubb 
of Cockermouth, John Barnes of Raughtonhead, John Wilſon 
of Burgh, Richard Lawſon of Kirkbampton, Joſeph Hodgſon of 
the ſame, John Dickinſon of Street-Gate, Joſeph Cockten 
of Dockray, and William Faulder of Aikhead ; when Mr. 
Holroyd, as Junier Council on the behalf of the proſecution, 
opened the information granted againſt the defendants by the 
ſaid Court of King's Bench, which ſtated. ) 


£2 A T nine o'clock in the morning of the 15th of Auguſt 
t 


' 


5 
That James Templer, Eſq. Coroner and Attorney of our pre- 
ſent Sovereign Lord the King, in the Court of our ſaid Lord the 

EKing, before the King himſelf, who proſecutes for our ſaid pre- 

a ſent Sovereign Lord the King in this behalf, in his proper per- 

% | Jon cometh here into the Court of our ſaid Lord the King, 

| before the King himſelf at Weſtminſter, on Friday next after 
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n 
ight days of St. Hilary, in the ſame term; and for our ſaid 
Lord che King giveth the Court here to underſtand and be in- 
formed that Thomas Wallis, late of Penrith, in the ſaid county 
of Cumberland, yeoman; Arn Heſlop, late of Stanwix, in 
the pariſh of Stanwix, in the ſaid county of Cumberland, 
widow; Thomas Leeke Wilſon, late of Penrith aforeſaid, in 
the ſaid county of Cumberland, butcher ; John Bouſtead, late 
of Stanwix, in the ſaid pariſh of Stanwix, in the ſaid county of 
Cumberland, labourer 3 Robert Gordon, late of Hutton in the 
Foreſt, in the ſaid county, yeoman; John Wilſon, late of 
Penrith, in the ſaid county, yeoman; together with one Da- 
vid Wilſon, ſince deceaſed ; on the 13th.day of September, in 
the 28th year of the reign of out Sovereign Lord George > | 
third, now King of Great Britain; at Durdar, in the ſai 
county of Cumberland, wickedly and maliciouſly deviſing and 
en Tag to defraud, agrieve, and injure Jonathan Sewell, an 
honeſt and leige ſubject of this realm, wrongfully, wickedly, 
and maliciouſly with force and arms, did amongſt themſelves 
conſpire, conſult, and agree together wrongfully, injouriouſly, 
and unjuſtly to force the ſaid Jonathan Sewell to marry (he 
ſaid Jonathan Sewell being an unmarried perſon, ) and to take to 
wife the ſaid Ann Heſlop, (ſhe the ſaid Ann Heſlop then and 
there being an unmarried perſon, and a woman of ill fame ; 
and the ſaid Coroner and Attorney of our faid Lord the King, 
for our ſaid Lord the King, further gives the Court here to un- 
derſtand and be informed that the ſaid Thomas Wallis, Ann 
Heſlop, Thomas Leeke Wilſon, John Bouſtead, Robert Gordon, 
and John Wilſon, together with the ſaid David Wilſon, fince 
deceaſed, in execution of the premiſes, and in purſuance of ſuch 
conſpiracy, conſultation, and agreement between them as aſore- 
ſaid before had and made afterwards, to wit. on the (aid 13th 
day of September, in the 28th year aforeſaid, at Durdar afore- 
ſaid, in the county aforeſaid, with force and arms in and upon 
him the ſaid Jonathan Sewell in the peace of our ſaid Lord the 
King, then and there being, did make an aſſault; and the faid - 
Jonathan Sewell did unlawfully and unjuſtly, and by force and 
voilence then and there ſeize, take, carry away, impriſon, ſe- 
crete, and conceal, and cauſe to be ſeized, taken, carried away, 
impriſoned, fecreeted, and concealed againſt the wiltof the ſaid 
Jonathan Sewell; and him the ſaid Jonathan Sewell did keep 
and detain fo unlawfully impriſoned, ſecreeted, and coneealed 
for a long ſpace of time, to wit. containing from thenee hitherto, 
ind ſtill do keep and detain him the ſaid Jo Sewell ſo 
imprifoned, ſecreeted, and concealed againſt the laws and cuſ- 
r of this realm, againſt the will of the ſaid Jonathan Sewell, 
e, 5 and 
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at Durdar aforeſaid, in the county of Cumberland: And in 


further purſuance of the faid conſpiracy, conſultation, and a- 


greement, and in order to carry the ſame more fully into effect 
the ſaid Thomas Wallis, Ann Heſlop, Thomas Leeke Wilſon, 
John Bouſtead, Robert Gordon, and John Wilſon, together 
with the ſaid David Wilſon, ſince deceaſed ; during the time 
of the ſaid impriſonment, ſecreeting, and concealing of the faid 
Jonathan Sewell, to wit. on the * day and year aforeſaid, 


and on divers other days and times, between that day and the 
day of exhibiting of this information, to wit. at Durdara fore- 
ſaid, in the county aforeſaid, with force and arms did beat, 
bruiſe, and otherwiſe ill treat the ſaid Jonathan Sewell; and 


forced and obliged him the ſaid Jonathan Sewell to ſuffer and un- 


dergo great inclemency and ſeverity of weather, and great labour, 


hardſhips, and fatigue of body in travelling about in divers 
parts of this realm by day and night, and during that time. 
Alſo in further purſuance of the ſaid unlawful and wicked con- 


ſpiracy, conſultation, and agreement, for the purpoſes afore- 


ſaid; to wit. on the ſame day and year aforeſaid, and on divers 
other days between that day and the day of exhibiting this in- 
formation, wickedly and malicioufly terrified the ſaid Jonathan 
Sewell with divers menacies, and threats of further bodily inju- 
ry to the ſaid Jonathan Sewell, and of loſs of his life, to wit. 
at Durdar aforeſaid, in the county aforeſaid, to the great dam- 
age, oppreſhon, terror, and grievance of him the ſaid Jonathan 
Sewell, in contempt of our ſaid Lord the King and his laws, to 
the evil example of all others in the like caſe offending, and 
againſt the peace of our ſaid Lord the King his crown and dig- 
nity. Eight other counts are laid in the information, charg- 
ing the defendants with conſpiring together to defraud and in- 


jure the ſaid Jonathan Sewell in various ways. 


Mr. Law, one of the King's Council, ſtated in a very 


able and maſterly manner to the Court and jury, That 


Jonathan Sewell, the perſon named in the imformation, 
was a weak, infirm man, of ſeventy years of age, ſub- 
ject to get drunk, and thereby rendered incapable of 
taking care of himſelf; and that he was poſſeſſed of a 
real eſtate worth upwards of 100l. a year.— That ſo long 
ago as the month of May 1788, he was forced into a 
chaiſe at Carliſle, when drunk, by the ſaid Ann Heſlop 
and David Willon, deceaſed, and conveyed to Gratna 

| | Green 
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and without any legal warrant or authority whatſoever, to wit. 
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Green in order to get him married to the ſaid Ann 
Heſlop; but from ſome ſeruple in the conſcience of the 
perſon applied to at Gratna, the parties returned fingle. 


That on the zd day of July following onathan Sewell 
was again taken by force out of his eſtate at Durdar, by 


the ſaid Ann Heſlop, David Wilſon, John Irving, and 
© fix more of their confederates, when he was again made 


drunk by them, conveyed to Carliſle in the night, and 
was then forced into another chaiſe, along with the ſaid 
Heſlop and Irving, who carried him to Edinburgh, in 


; ' Scotland, 


That the friends of Sewell purſued and brought him 

back to Durdar, where he remained till the 13th day of 
September following, when at noon day he being em- 
ployed to cut corn at Durdar aforeſaid, the ſaid Ann 


Heſlop, Thomas Wallis, and Thomas Leeke Wilſon, 
went into the field, leaving a poſt chaiſe upon the road; 


and after forcing Jonathan Sewell to drink large quanti- 
ties of ale and ſpirituous liquors, again forced him in- 
to the chaiſe, along with the ſaid Ann Heſlop and Leexke 
Wilſon, and drove off to Penrith, where he was con- 
cealed in Wallis's houſe for ſome little time, and was in 
the middle of that night conveyed, by the defendants, 


to Wolfa, near Penrith, where they had him concealed 
till the next night, when they again conveyed him to 


 Hood-Foot, where they remained three days; but being 
afraid of a diſcovery they again, in the night, conveyed 
Sewell acroſs the mountains to the houſe of one John 


Walton at Hawkwell-head, in the pariſh of Stanhope, 
in the county of Durham. where the defendants again 
impriſoned and concealed Sewell for a fortnight,. and 
then he was brought back, by them, in he night, to 
the houſe of the faid Thomas Wallis at Penrith, where 
he was again impriſoned in the garret of Wallis's houſe 
3 4 Mr. 
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2 1 
Mr. Law ſtated that he never, in all his practice, heard 


| law 

_ _ of ſuch an outrage being committed by any ſet of men\ appl. 
however baſe. That every means had been uſed b laud 
Sewell's friends to diſcover where he was confined, Ann 


Wallis, as the Ringleader, had been frequently applied 
to; and that a Habeas Corpus, the great writ of Engliſh In 
liberty, had been obtained, and ſerved upon the ſaid WM land 
David Wilſon, Thomas Wallis, and Thomas Leeke 
Wilſon, on the 24th day of October, 1788, (more than the ( 
three weeks after Sewell was confined at Wallis's) com- four 
manding them to have the body of the ſaid Jonathan ¶ were 
Sewell before Loyd Lord Kenyon, Chief Juſtice of the were 
Court of King's Bench at Weſtminſter, &c.; but the de- ¶ into 
fendants vere hardy envugh 8 diſobey that writ, which kink 
is the greateſt ſecurity of the lives, libertys, and proper- ¶ but 
ries of all our fellow fubjedts wn OOO 5 


Mr. Law added that he ſhould call evidence to prove MW we t 
the ſeveral parts of the caſe, and he did not doubt but upo1 
the gentlemen of the jury would, by their verdict, find MW and 

the * ee guilty of the charge, and put it into the 
power of that court from whence the information came 
here to be tryed, to puniſh them in ſuch a manner as 
'would in future deter others from offending againſt the - 
laws of a freecounty, and impriſon one of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects without any cauſe whatever. a 


PR OOF on Part of the Proſecution. : 


Richard Lowthian (Sewell's Attorney) ſays I know 

| - Jonathan Sewell and Ann Heſlop; Sewell had a real 

eſtate near Carliſle let for more than Tool. a year; Ann. 

Heſlop is not a woman of good fame, but has had the 
character of a common proſtitute for twenty years and 
-upwards; Thomas Wallis is a bailiff; Thomas Lecke 
Wilſon and John Wilſon are brothers, they live in 
Wallis's houſe, and are his ſervants, or bailiffs followers; 
| -and John Bouſtead is brother to Heſlop, who is a widow. 

=. On the 5th of July, 1788, Joſeph Graham, en, | 
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ny to Sewell, ind Mr. John Bond, who is his audi; . 
ied to Mr. John Mitchinſon ane me to go to Scott. 
aud in ſearch of Sewell, who had been carried oY 5 „5 
Ann Heſlop and one John Irving. 


In conſequence of ſuch application we went to Scot- 
land, and had ſome information of them upon the road 
towards Edinburgh; and found Sewell and Heſlop at 
the Crook - Inn, between Moffat and Edinburgh, 1 
four o'clock in the morning of the 6th of July, we 
were ſhown into the room where Sewell and Ann H 
were in bed together ; Sewell appeared to be very m 
intoxicated with liquor, and drunk at the time; we aſked _ 
him to get out of bed, and he made ſeveral attempts, 
but was prevented by Heflop, who held him down in 
bed with her arm. We left them in the room for half 
an hour, to give them an opportunity of dreſſing; when 
we returned ſhe was ſtill holding him down in ed, but 
upon our holding her arm from him he got out of bed 
and dreſſed himſelf. We aſked him repeatedly, in her 
preſence, if he was there on his own. will, when he told 
us he had been made drunk and forced i into a chaiſe at 
as Carliſle by Ann Heſlop and John Tun dr and David-Wil= ; 
dle 2 had been the cauſe of it. had ſpirituous 
8 uors in the chaiſe with them, and — him drink it, 

al he knew not where they had carried him. That he 
broke ſeveral windows in the chaiſe to get away, Heſlop . 
faid ſhe had managed well to ſteal him out of the wood. 1 
We gave him ſome milk and water, and afterwards had. ol 
ſome tea together, and he drinking a good deal of tea — 
became more ſober; we aſked him again if he was there 
with hit own conſent or otherwiſe, and if not with his 
conſent we ſhould take him home to his friends. Sewell 
ſaid he never would have been with her unleſs he had 
been drunk, he laid hold of us that we might not leave 
him. dren * —— been married in Edinburgh, 
and certifying that — — reſided fix; 


s — » % oy 7 
/ 
* 1 * 
4 83 1 2 * 4 oh — 
* 4% 24 Gs 2 + 4 : #4 + dhe en 3 4 8 


ren — oa Y 


2 
* 


( 1.) 

in the church there, ce paper writing ſhe ſaid was a 
certificate of their marriage in Scotland ; ſhe faid after- 
wards ſhe applied to M*Gregor to marry them the 
evening they arrived in Edinburgh, but he refuſed that 
evening, and ſhe ſent for him again next morning, when 
he gave them the certificate. She ſaid they had been 
married by M*Gregor ; Sewell poſitively denyed any 
knowledge, either of being in Edinburgh, or of being 
married; and deſired Mr. Mitchinſon and me to go to 


Edinburgh and enquire what had been done there; ſne 


made a good deal to do againſt our going to Edinburgh, 
and wanted to go forward to Carliſle with Sewell; when 


ſhe found we had ordered a poſt chaiſe for Edinbugh, 
ſhe deſired that Irving and her ſhould go there with us, 


we were very agreeable they ſhould, and another chaiſe 
was had, and we all went, Mitchinſon and Irving in one 
chaiſe,” Sewell, Heſlop, and myſelf in the other. We 
went to Edinburgh i in that manner, on the road Sewell 
became perfectly ſober.—(The Crook-Inn is two ſtages, 
from Edenburgh about thirty miles.) When ſober 
Sewell aſked her how ſhe came to take him away to be 


married, that he had no acquaintance with her, and was 
an old man, and never had any inclination to be married, 
even when younger. —She ſaid ſhe had managed well to 


ſteal him at laſt; and that ſhe had bee in love with him 
many years. She frequently wanted to kiſs him in the 
chaiſe, but he'always oppoled it.—Atter being in Edin- 


burgh we found M Gregor, who told us that Sewell was 
much the worſe of liquor at the time that he had given 
them a certificate, having his fee, which was three guineas 


and a half. M. Gregor ſaid he would have married them 
for his fee, if he had been dead. — Mitchinſon and I left 
them at the 1 inn, when we returned Heſlop, Irving, and 
Sewell were gone; we ſent to enquire at the tollbars, and 
fonud the road they had taken, we purſued towards 
Middleton, and found them at four o' clock next morn- 


ing in a houſe about fourteen miles this ſide of Edin- 
burgh; we were admitted into the * and found 
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the three in bed in one room, Sewell and Heſlop in one 
bed, and Irving in another.— Sewell exclaimed againſt 
us for leaving him. She repeated often, that if Irving had 


given her money to 50 on, neitheir we nor any of his 


friends ſhould have ſeen him more; we told them we 
ſhould take Sewell to Ediuburgh and apply for a warrant 


againſt them, and if they choſe they might follow. We 


applyed to the Sheriff of Edinburgh and got a warrant 
againſt them, but they did not come there again. 


Me returned to Carliſle, and arrived on the ioth of ju- 
ly at Mr. Mitchinſon's, where we ſtopped a few minutes. 
We meant to walk to the Buſh-Inn and get a chaiſe 


to take Sewell home; before we got many yards we were 


met by Ann Heſlap, John Bouſtead her brother, and 
many more; Sewell was taken from us there by force. 
Ann Heſlop laid hold of Sewell, and Bouſtead aſſiſted, 
when Sewell attempted to ſtrike her with a ſtick. 


In conſequence of an information I received the 13th 


of September laſt, I went along with Mr. John Bond to 


Penrith in purſuit of Sewell, when we found the chaile 
had ſtopped at the houſe of Thomas Wallis; I ſent for 
Wallis next morning, being the 14th' of September, 
when Mr. Wilſon, a Magiitrate, attended with me. 


1 enquired of Wallis what he had done with Sewell, he 


ſaid they had been in bed together in his houſe the night 
before, and had g ne away in the morning; I told him 
he would be proſecuted if he did not diſcover, he ſaid he 


- would not tell were they were; I told him if he would 
tell me there ſhould be no proſecution againſt him for 
what he had done, and I would give him ten pounds to 
ay the expence ; he then ſaid they were at a little pub- _. 


kc houſe at Aſkham, three or four miles from Penrith, 
at widow Carr's, I could hear nothing ot them there, 
and returned home. I have ſince made ſeveral applica-' 
tions to Wallis, and on the 24th of October I ſerved 


Wallis, David Wilſon, and Thomas Leeke Wilſon with | 
Eoin a Writ 
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à writ of Habeas Corpus to produce Sewell before the 
Chief Juſtice of the Court of King's Bench. I left the 
original writ with Wallis, and he told me he would obey 
the writ.— lt was never diſcovered where Sewell was con- 
fined till we had information from Gordon in June laſt. 


> I have been acquainted with Sewell for thirty years, 
he is much adicted to liquor, he made a conveyance of 
his eſtate to Mr. Bond and me, he applyed to me to 
make it after the firſt conveyance to Gretna, we were to 
be the truſtees for him to protect his eſtate, Sewell ſay- 
ing he was not capable to take care of it himſelf againſt 


ſuch attempts.—Bond is Sewell's couſin. Before the de. 


claration of truſt was prepared, he was carried away on 
the 13th of September, the eſtate part freehold and part 


_ cuſtomary, Sewell has two ſiſters, he deſired us to ſell 


a ſmall detached eſtate, we were to hold the remainder, 
he to have diſpoſal of rents and profits. during his life, 


is ſiſters after his death, if they ſurvived, after their de. 


ceaſe his nephews and neice, children of his fiſter, and 
Richard Bell to have them; if they died without iſſue we 
to convey to his right heirs at the time. Sewell lived at 


Durdar with Graham, Heſlop at Stanwix about four 


miles from Durdar, ſhe is between forty and fifty years 


of age, her ſiſter and ſhe live together; ſhe ſaid they had 


been married, and he denied it; I do not recolle& 
whither M Gregor ſaid he had married them or not, he 


_ faid Sewell was the worſe of liquor, I knew the certifi- 


cate was falſe, as it recited that they had reſided fix 
weeks in Scotland, and three times publiſhed in that 


church. We went to Edinburgh to the Conſult Coun- 
cil and got a warrant. Wallis ſaid he had been in- 


formed they were married, he would not tell me where 


they were gone. 


Joſeph Graham. I am brother in law to Sewell, he 
was at Durdar with me cutting corn on the 13th of Sep- 
tember, Thomas Willis, Ann Heſlop, and . 

. : ; e | 


1 a | 
Leeke Wilſon came up, when Wallis took the ſickle 
from Sewell, and offered me half a crown to drink next 
day to ſay nothing; and preſſed me to go with them to 
the public houſe at Durdar; I went with them to ſee 
what they meant to do with Sewell. We went to get a 


tankard of ale and come back to our own work again. 


We all went together to the horſing ſtone near my houſe, 
ſome ale was fetched from the public houſe, Heſlop and 


Wallis forced liquor on Sewell. I ſaw the poſt chaiſe 


coming up, and when Sewell was like to get drunk I 
took him, and wanted to get him to his work again, Ann 
Heſlop and Thomas Leeke Wilſon took him from me 


by force, one on each ſide they put him into the alchouſe, 
and hurried him into the parlour; I attempted to go into 


the parlour, but Wallis ſhut the door, and cruſhed my 
fingers. I ſaw the chaiſe at a diſtance before, and then 
ſaw it come up to the ale houſe; Leeke Wilſon went in- 
to the chaiſe firſt, pulling Sewell in after him, and 
Ann Heſlop thruſt behind, ſhe got in afterwards, and 
the chaiſe hurried off, Wallis followed on horſe back 
with Heſlop's bonnet. Sewell was taken away wanting 


his wig, the wig was found in the field next day. 


þ It was hot weather, there are no houſes at Durdar 
but mine and the alehouſe, we had two or three taukards 


of ale at the horſing ſtone, we all drank faſt, they 
thought the ale was not ſtrong enough, 1 found ſpirits 


in it, and they forced the glaſs about quickly, they took 


Sewell away one on one fide and the other on the other, 


J did not hear her ſay any thing about the marriage, I 
ſaw no ſervants about the public houſe, I did not hear 
him cry out, becauſe he was drunk, I laid hold of his 
leg oy held all I could, when they were hoiiting him 
into the chaiſe. Wallis brought ſome of the ale from 


x 


the public houſe, _ 
| Thomas Scott. About fix or ſeven o'clock in the 


evening of the 13th of September laſt, I was ſtanding 


— v2 A nn A * 


— — r. AR 


2 es * TEN * ä y 
2 N 


N * * 7 © 3 
3 le * 
* 


( * 


near Wallis's houſe in Penrith, when Thomas Leeke 
Wilſon, Ann Heſlop, and Jonathan Sewell, all got out 


of the chaiſe, Wallis followed a little after with Ann 


Heſlop's hat, and two horſes, he came up a little after 
they went into the houſe. Sewell got out laſt, and was 
much in liquor, Thomas Leeke Wilſon and Ann Heſlop 
led him into the houſe, he had neither hat nor wig; they 
firſt led him to the fire fide, afterwards up ſtairs to bed. 


On the 14th early in the morning I ſaw John Bouſtead, 


he came to a houſe at Penrith about eleven o'clock the 


night ofthe 13th, and aſked for ſome hay; he afterwards 


went to Mrs. Roper's, a public houſe, and aſked the 
oſtler the way to Wallis's, he went there, they were all 
in bed, he called Thomas Wallis up between eleven and 
twelve. Bouſtead told me he was come about the buſi. 


neſs of Ann his ſiſter, who was going to be married to 
Laird Sewell, (meaning a man of eſtate.) John Bouſ- 


tead brought his horſe when he came firſt to Wall's's, 
and left him at the door; Sewell, Heſlop, Bouſtead, Leeke 
Wilion, and Wallis came down together, he called out 
when they were hawling him away, and aſked if he was 
a priſoner, they ſaid they were going to take him home, 


but if he did not hold his tongue they would paſh his 


brains out, Thomas Leeke Willon ſaid it when Wallis 
and others were by ; Sewell called out murder, murder 


ſeveral times. Robert Gordon and John Bouſtead met 


them with the grey mare, and they carried him to Wol- 
fa, Bouſtead kept a little behind, Gordon got off the 
horſe and ſome others got on.—l was at Wallis's houſe 
on the, 2 1ſt of September, and dined there with Leeke 
Wilſon, John Willon, and David Wilſon, who gave us 
a- bottle of rum; Thomas Leeke Wilſon told David 
Wilſon he had firſt carried Sewell to Wolfa, from thence 
to Hoodfoot, and afterwards to Wardale, in the county 


of Durham; that he kept him one day in the houſe of one 


Graham at Wolta.—1 hat going over the mountains be- 


tween Hoodfoot and Wardale, they met a man on a 
white horſe, when Sowell alked where they w were e going, 
; but 
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but he Leeke Wilſon ſaid he would 1 him down, 
and they went on.— That Wallis was not preſent. 
David Wilſon Pg Leeke Wilſon 60l. if he got them 


. 


4 l am a black-ſmith, and live at Ooſby, 1 was in the 


ſtreet, and could not ſleep I was ſo bad of a pain in my 


| breaſt, Thomas \i allis and I were very intimate at that 
time, 1am acquainted with John Bouſtead, there were 


none by when he told me his ſiſter was going to be mar- 


ried to Laird Sewel), I ſtaid no longer than till they went 


off about twelve o clock, I followed them about three 


miles, Thomas Wallis turned back at the Fell-gate, 


about a quarter of a mile from his own houſe; when I 
heard murder called I went on, I returned about three 
o'clock and went to the Wheat-ſheaf in Penrith. When 
they firſt ſet off I hid | myſelf in a field. —On the 21ſt of 
September, after giving me liquor, Thomas Leeke Wil- 
ſon aſked 'me if I knew any thing of Jonathan Sewell, I 


told him every thing I knew; at the Fell-gate Thomas 


Wallis told Leeke Wilſon, when he turned back, that 


they might carry him to Wolfa, I was very near in a: 
field ; after they went upon the moor I followed about 


one hundred yards diſtance, —Wolfa is about four miles 


and a half from Penrith. 


Robert Gordon.. I was ſervant to Wallis for three 
years, and left him at Martinmas laſt ; I was in the fields 
when Sewell and the others. arrived in September, I 
came to the houſe about ſeven o' clock, and found Sewell, 
Ann Heſlop, and Wallis's family, conſiſting of Leeke 


Wilſon, John Wilſon, Matty his wife, and Wallis's wife, 
they ſtayed till between twelve and one. John Bouſtead 


came to Wallis's, I was in bed, but they called me up, 
John Wilſon and Matty came up and told me; when I 
£0 ot up I ſaw John Bouſtead, he came to tell. me to get 

ewell off, for they were coming from Carliſle after him, 


Be ſtayed to get the Laird off "Rp 95 up and "oo q 
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drunk, and ſhe followed after him, I ſtood laughing at 


Heſlop took him down ſtairs, he wanted a wig, and 
they got him one of Wallis's; they took him up the lane 


morning when we 
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the door, Thomas Wallis, Leeke Wilſon, and Ann 


on foot, I was to ſtay in the houſe while Wallis came 
back ; Wallis returned very ſoon, and told Bouſtead to 
et his horſe, and Bouſtead and me to go after them ; 
allis told me they were gone to Wolfs, we followed 
in a few minutes together, I on Bouſtead's horſe, ' and 
he walked, we were to ſtay at Wolfa till further direc- 
tions came. We overtook them at Maiden-hill, we 
found Leeke Wilſon, Ann Heſlop, and Jonathan Sewell 
on foot, they each had hold of his arms, they ſet him 


upon the horſe I rode, and carried him to Wolfa on 


| 
horſe back, which was a mile and a half further than . 
where we came to them; Sewell was very drunk. ; 
Graham of Wolfa is a huſbandman, we arrived there be- 1 
fore they were up; I ſtayed there till Sunday evening K 
about ten, and then went to Penrith; Leeke Wilſon t 
went home in the morning to a chriſtening ; Bouſtead g 
and Heſlop ſtayed ; Sewell laid in bed all day; Leeke 4 
Wilſon and Heſlop told me to abide with them, and | 
keep him there that he might not get out. —I ſaw k- 


Wallis when I returned to Penrith, I told him Graham in 


would keep Sewell no longer, he muſt get him ſhifted; 
Thomas Leeke Wilſon and Wallis ſtudied a little toge- 
ther, and Wallis ſaid you muſt carry him to Hoodfoot 
boat-houſe; ſo I returned directly to Wolfa by Wallis's 
directions, I carried him to Hoodfoot boat, Ann Heſlop, 
John Bouſtead, and I carried him there in the dead time - 
of the night, about three miles from Wolfa, to one 
Dalton's, a widow, who keeps a public houſe, which 
ſtands by itſelf, we carried him ſometimes on Bouſtead's ' 
horſe, ſometimes on foot. It was about five in the 
got there, Ann Heſlo deſired them 
to get up and let us in, they were not willing but at laſt 
and get breakfaſt, Sewell was kept — 
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ordered. Hellop and me to ſtay with him; - Wallis tol . 
e he would come to Hoodfoot. I left Bouſtead and, 
eſlop with Sewell, and went to Penrith in the dead j 
time of the night; I aſked Wallis why he did not come, 
he ſent me back to ſtay till he ſent ſome account. (It is 
three miles between Hoodfoot and Penrith.) We con- 
tinued at Hoodfoot three days and two nights; Sewell, 
had ale given him, they did not fell ſpirits; Ann Hef. 
lop had rum or brandy with her, which ſhe made him 
drink. Sewell expreſſed a great uneaſyneſs in his mind, 
and wanted to be at home; Leeke Wilſon came on 
Thurſday, night with two of Wallis's horſes, and ſaid he 
would 9 home, either to Durdar or the Mount, 
I am not ſure which. He came in the dead of night.— 
Leeke Wilſon told me ſecretly we were to go to Stan- 
hope, in Wardale ; but, he had before told Sewell he 
would carry him home. Leeke Wilſon, Jonathan Sewell, 
Ann Heſlop, and me went away with three horſes, we. 
left Bouſtead at the door, we all rode, and Sewell be- 
hind me, they bid him get on the horſing ſtone, pulled 
the horſe to and ſet him on.—It is about thirty-five miles 
from Hoodfoot to Hawkwellhead, we went _ 
Aldſton, and berakfaſted at Nenthall, a public houſe, 
about twenty-eight miles from Penrith ; we afterwards 
went to John Walton's at Hawkwellhead, who is brother 


y 


ſafe 


—— 


9 * - = l 4 
8 - a: ; 
. & .4 1 
7 * 
9 4 W P | # 
JODI * 0 of 647 5 
| „ * 
K mw „ 
AM ö * ”- 
D e .4 
"3... * 1 28 * 
* « . 
we 


— 
e 


| (iv } 
enough. I ſtayed about a fortnight from the time of my 
firſt going; John Wilſon then came from Penrith to 
Hawkwellhead to take care of Sewell, and I went home, 
in my way I met Leeke Wilſon going to Walton's, 1 
turned back with him again, and when we got back 
Ann Heſlop and John Walton were talking about John 
Wilſon's being gone off with Sewell, and they were 
_ afraid he would be taken by the oppoſite part on the road. 
We ſtayed all night and went off next morning. The 
fear of its being known where Sewell was concealed, 
was the reaſon for removing him. When I returned to 
Penrith I found Sewell there with John Wilſon, it was 
Burgh-Hill fair, which is the laſt day of September, and 
the firſt day of October. I continued with Wallis till 
Martinmas, and generally ſaw Sewell there once a week 
_ afterwards. Sewell was kept upſtairs, I never ſaw him 
down ſtairs, except once when he was taken to the 
town head to John Dixon's in the dead time of the night 
o ſign ſome papers, John Wilſon took him; Leeke 
Wilſon, Wallis, two Dixons, mother and daughter, 
Mr. Nelſon and Mr. Strong, two Attorneys, were there 


With the Laird; Sewell was not permitted to come down 


ſtairs, the windows were cloſed up, with boards nailed 
- thereon. I ſtayed there two days, about a week before 
he was taken, Sewell often ſaid what a pity it was to be 
kept there confined ; he deſired me to ſend letters to 
Carliſle to his friends ;—1 told him I would tell his 
friends; I went and told Mr. Lowthian, and afterwards 
went to releaſe him with John Henderſon, Mr. Low- 
thian's ſon, Mr. Bond, one Mr. Bell, Sewell's relation, 
and Mr. Mitchinſon's clerk ; Matty Wilſon bid me go 
up to John Wilſon and Sewell; I went up and told 
Sewell his friends were come for him, he would'not be- 
lieve me, ſo many lies had been told him. John Wil- 
fon got out at a high window, over a toofall, and took 
off; I told Jonathan Sewell to go down, I went out at 
another window for fear of injury. — Wallis often told me 
when they were ſhifting Sewell about I was to have 100l. 
for my ſhare, if they were got married. I know 
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| 44: 1 know Thomas Scott, but did not ſee him on the 
213th of September. — Wallis ſent I eeke Wilſon and me 


to get Heſlop out of the way to prevent her being taken 
upon a charge for forgery, ſhe was to be taken by virtue 
a warrant; Wallis told me to make affidavit, and ſend 


to London, and I ſhould be cleared, it was not read to 


me, I only ſigned it.— It is about two months ſince I told 
Mr. Lowthian where Sewell was confined ; I received 
.2 guinea for my trouble after Sewell was brought to Car- 
liſle.— Sewell was ſeen at Wallis's houſe by Elizabeth 
Dixon, Elizabeth Griſtlethwaite, Harry Hodgſon, Philip 
Bowman, — Simpſon, Elizabeth Nixon, and Nanny 
Nicholſon.— Elizabeth Dixon lives with Wallis, Hodg- 
ſon and Griftlethwaite came as ſervants to Wallis when 


I left him; Philip Bowman and Simpſon are his ne- 


phews, Nixon works in the houſe, Nanny Nicholſon 
is a neighbour, I do not know whether ſhe ſaw him or 


' Not,—Sewell had ale given him every day.—Henderſon 
and [| went to Carliſle along with Sewell on the 15th of 


June, when we each received a guinea from Mr. Low- 
thian for our trouble and expences. 8 


” 
X. 


John Henderſon. I went to get Sewell away with 


young Lowthian, and Gordon and I told Wallis and ' 


his wife that Sewell's friends were come for him, Wallis 
aſked me if Gordon had informed where he was, 1 told 


him he had. Gordon bad gone upſtairs, Mr. Bond and 


young Lowthian came up; Wallis aſked Mr. Bond 
whether they could not make an agreement, and have 
no more law; Mr. Bond ſaid he could give no anſwer 
until he ſaw his friend Sewell and conſult him.— 
Sewell then came down, and we took him away with us 


to Carliſle, | 


Jonathan Sewell. I was ſhearing with Joſeph Graham 
at Durdar in September, Thomas Leeke Wilſon, Ann 
Heſlop, and Thomas Wallis came to the land end, they 
gave a wave to me, and I went to them; Thomas Wallis 
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drink ale with them, it was a very warm day, I went to 
. the dyke to get my coat, ſhe followed me, I was very 
dry, and very guilty of taking liquor, Ann Heſlop had 


ing ſtone, where we got two or three tankards, then they 
would have me to the public houſe, they carried me 
there, and afterwards up and down the country ; we 
went in a chaiſe to Tom Wallis's, and next morning 
they removed me to Graham's of Wolfa, and early on 
Monday morning to Hoodfoot, we ſtayed there Mon- 
day night and Tueſday night ; from Hoodfoot they pre- 
tended they would carry me to Durdar; I was carried 
to Hawkwellhead, I bad them a crown to carry me to 
Durdar, afterwards half a guinea. I was confined five 


murder; Leeke Wilſon ſaid they would ſend me to 
Botany Bay.—l was put to bed at Wallis's, up two pair 


grew cold, and I did badly wanting a fire. —I was once 
carried to a place to Mr. Strong of Carliſle, David Wil- 
ſon, and Nelfon, were there, they pulled ſome papers 


tryed before my Lord Kennedy whether I was as wiſe 
as other folks or not. —I was an old man, and winter 
approaching, I thought all my friends had diſowned me, 
as Leeke Wilſon ſaid he had ſent them a letter from 
Hawkwellhead by the poſt, and my friends were calling 
me about the ſtreets "8 a fool.—-1 ſlept the firit night 


| defired to go into a garden to walk, but they gave me no 
anſwer, my health was much worſe for want of air; 
I told Leeke Wilſon and John Wilſon if they would go 


checked 


took the fickle from me, they inſiſted I ſhould go and 


a bottle in her pocket, ſhe gave me ſome liqour out of 
it at the dyke ; Joſeph Graham and us went to the horl- 


or ſix and thirty weeks at Wallis's, I would have fain 
been at home, I made a ſtop on the common, going to 
Wardale, and would go no further, I began to cry out 


ol ſtairs, and could not go about the ſtreet ; the weather 


out, I ſaid I am no ſcholar; they told me I was to be 


at Wallis's by myſelf, afterwards with John Wilſon. I. 


with me to Durdar, I would give them a note for 10l. 
and pay them the money at -Durdar,—At firſt they 


| Tm). 
checked me for looking out at the window, OPTI 
windows were barred up with broads on the inſide of tho 


glaſs, two of them were barred up all the time. John 
Wilſon pretended he was under dread of a warrant, 


> I was not married at Edinburgh that I know of, 

[ was drunk, I did not give M Gregor any money, nor 
do I remember his being there; I made a conveyance 
of my eſtate, becauſe I was an old man, guilty of liquor, 
owing money, and unable to take care of it myſeif,— 
May was a twelve months I firſt ſaw her, ſhe aſked me 
to ſell a ſmall eſtate held under Lord Lonſdale, and 
ſaid her huſband was at David Wilſon's, and would buy 
it; I did not go, and would have rather gone twelve 
miles about than have gone into the town where ſhe liv- 
ed. I never, in all my life, had carnal dealings with her, 
or any other woman. THR AG 


Here the evidence on the part of the proſecution 
cloſed, when Mr. Wood, Council for the defendants, 
ſtated, That the defendants were charged with one of the 
higheſt miſdemeanors the law allows of, the puniſhment, 
impriſonment, perhaps the pillory. The reaſon of men- 
tioning this, that you be fully ſatisfyed, before you cofi- 
vict them of the charge of conſpiring to get them marri- 
ed, they being unmarried perſons; it mult be made out 


that they were unmarried at the time; no doubt but he 


had a tireſome life between the two contending parties. I 
ſhall be able to prove they were married in Scotland, if ſo 
you cannot fet that aſide, it is equally binding as if here; 
Irving. ſaw the marriage performed, and put to bed; 
when Mitchinſon and Lowthian came, and ſhe has uni- 
formly inſiſted ſhe was married to him in Scotland ; and 
with the aſſiſtance of her friends endeavoured to keep 
him, there is nothing illegal in that; Wallis acts merely 
on the information of their being married, it is not ille- 


gal in him; ſeveral perſons had acceſs to him, and ſpoke 


io him when they pleaſed; the is ſtated to be a woman - 


. 
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dl fane; no evidence of it, the ſtands unimpeached; it 


is not neceſſary to be married in a church or chapel, but 
an agreement in preſence of witneſſes ſufficient I will 


call Irving, who ſaw the marriage. (M*Gregor is a mi- 


niſter of the church of Scotland, a preacher at the Gal- 
lic chapel.) If Sewell is a weak man, the wife is entitled 
to the cuſtody of him, if ſhe is his wife, nothing crimina] 
in her conduct. ſhall call a number of witneſſes, who 
will ſwear they ſaw him down ſtrairs ſeveral times, and 
ſpoke to him, he made no complaint. Mr. Wood then 
called the following witneſſes, viz. ad ba 


John Irving. I know Jonathan Sewell and Ann Hel. 
top, I went from Carliſle to Edinburgh with them on 
the 5th of July, 1788, we got to Edinburgh the day 
after about ſeven o'clock at night; we did not drink 
much on the way, we bought none but what we had oc- 
caſion for; we had two bottles of cyder in the chaiſe; 
none was given to Sewell on the way, but what he choſe, 
be might drink a glaſs or ſo at atime.—My landlord Ed- 
ward Atkinſon ſent for what they call the Seſſions Clerk, 
and for the Articled Clerk, the Seſſions Clerk went for 
the miniſter, I did not ſend for the miniſter till next 
morning, becauſe Jonathan Sewell was a little drunk ; 
he came next morning, and Sewell had drunk nothing 
but beer; his name is Joſeph Robertſon M*Gregor; the 
ceremony was in Atkinſon's dining room, which cere- 
mony was read out of a book ; I was married in Scotland 
myſelf, the ceremony juſt the ſame that I was married 
with to the beſt of my knowledge; —I do not recollect 


whether Sewell conſented or not. No force was uſed, g 


they joined hands, they were put to bed at the Crooke; 
we left Edinburgh in the 5 ; Lowthian and 
Mitchinſon came, and we returned to Edinburgh on the 


th of July, the lady beeing impatient had ordered a 


cChaiſe, Sewell was agreeable to go, I was not, becauſe 
Mitchinſon and Lowthian were not there; we came 
_ fourteen miles this ſide of Edinburgh, they came therg 
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to produce him, but I di 


6230 
early! in the morning ; David Wilſon gave me 2 fl. 58! 


to pay expences.—Sewell appeared very 9 to 80 
with Mitchinſon and Lowthian. 


NA It was their own pleaſure to be PP in Scotland; 
Sevell told me he liked a jaunt to Scotland; we drank 
a little with the drivers at every ſtage, he was not ſober 
all the road, he wanted to be married that night, and 
was quite hot upon it the next morning; the ſecond 
night he claped his hand upon her thigh, and ſaid he 


liked her loool. better than the night before.—(Six 


weeks reſidence in the certificate, a matter of form.) 
David Wilſon ſent me with them to Scotland. 3 


Elizabeth Griftlethwaite, I lived as ſerrant with Wal- 

lis; Sewell was hrou ht there before I went, which was 
at Martinmas, 1 left him there at Whitſuntide; he was 
treated in the very beſt manner, he was never ſhut up, 


or confined; I never ſaw him down ſtrairs, he had ſeve- 


ral rooms to walk in; I was in the room often, and 
never heard him complain; he had any thing he aſked 
for ; he read moſt of his time; ; Theard him ſay he wiſhed 
to be kept private, on account of a woman, till ſhe could 
be got there, that they might get married; I heard him 
fay they were married at Edinburgh, but he wanted to 
be married again : he was always fober, I never ſaw him 
drunk ; | 


John Wilſon kept him company upſtzirs, be never 
came down to the wry I heard a report of a writ 
not tell where he was. | 


Elizabeth Nixon. T'live near Wallis” s, and work 


4 a about his houſe ſtill, I was there when Sewell came, 
be was treated very well, lodged up in a high room, he 
had five rooms to walk in; he told us he only came 


there to wait till Ann Heſlop, his wife, and him were 
married over again in England, he ſaid ſo often: J fetch- 


dea him one ſhilling worth of ale every night; I heard 
dim fay they had been married in Endinburgh; he faid.. 
de would take a room in Wallis's new houſe > I remem- 
der four or five men coming to take him away, he did 
not go away willingly, they might come for him, whe 
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they aſked for him he was not denyed. | © 
| Henry Hodgſon. I ſaw Jonathan Sewell, he was 


treated very well; | ſaw him upſtairs, but never down | 
to my knowledge; | heard him fay he had been in 


Edinburgh, and had been married: I Was a huſband- 
man, and very little with him; he always ſeemed 
= ERIE. oo ER 


Jane Dixon. I live in Penrith, with my father, at the 
own head, half a mile from Wallis a; I was very fre- 
quently at Wallis's, I was there when Sewell came on 
a Saturday, I ſtayed till Monday morning; be got out 
of himſelf, came into the houſe, and went upſtairs ; I 
ſaw him till about tenor eleven; he came in about three, 
had tea at four, and bread and cheeſe, and ale carried 
up for ſupper: they ſeemed very friendly, he ſeemed 
very fond of her; I got up when the noiſe was, and ſaw 
them get out; Iflept with John Wilſon's wife, he walk- 
d down ſtairs himſelf ; I remember Tom Wallis puttin 
im his wig on, he ſaid he would go any where wit 
Wallis. John Bouſtead her brother came and ſaid they 
' were purſuing him from Carliſle : I ſaw Sewell frequent- 
ly after his return; I was ſtaying a month, and faw him 
every day; I faw him out of the houſe, Mr. Strong was 
with him, I never ſaw him out on any other occaſion. 
— There was only one window blocked up, on account 
of the window ceſs; it was blocked up before he came : 


J wy * 


he did not appear to be under any reſtraint.—I never 


avit. * 


made any affid de 
| Ann Nicholſon... I live next door to- Wallis's, 1faw 
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Yewel} when he came in September the 13th; 1 
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out without force; I never had any diſcourſe with him; 
there was nothing to hinder him from ſeeing out at the 
' window; I was often in the houſe while he was there, 
4 did not go upſtairs to him: 
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> I would not inform aqvink Wallis, I am not co- 


vetuous of money; I kept the ſecret well, when 1 kept 


that; more of the ally knew it beſides myſelt. 


Philip 8 Jam Wallis's nephew, I was often 


there with Sewell; the firſt time I ſaw him he was cutt- 


ing potatoes with John Willon upftairs. 


The Learned Judge then ſummed up all the evidence 
to the jury, and obſerved that the defendants were charg- 
ed with a conſpiracy to force marriage. There are alſo 
counts in the information for a conſpiracy to impriſon, 


that of itſelf is a high miſdemeanor.— I he defence. That 


the whole was from Sewell's freewill and conſent ; and 
with a wiſh, and for an opportunity to marry her again 
in England, without knowledge of his friends. 


As to going to Scotland, it is moſt extroardinary ; ; if 
he was willing they ſhould go to Scotland, ſince th: y 


being of age, might have been married in Enpland, No 


witnels to the marriage but John Irving, who ſeems to 


be a hardy man, and d-ſerving little credit. 


The defence. No force, ſecreting only with his own 
conſent to get a ſecond marriage. 


But if you believe the proſecutors witneſſes, it is a 


great outr-ge; and for which the defendants ought to 


be ſeverely puniſhed.? 


If you believe there was a marriage ſolemnized, too 
much to lay, they being both ſingle, there was a conſpi- 
Tacy 10 procure marriage. 


0 26 ) 


No doubt there was a conſpiracy, chere being an a- 
en between the parties. 4 


| * 
If no conſpiracy to force or procure a marriage, nere 
clearly is one to impriſon, which 1 er the counts 


ſo laid. 


I ſee no difference between the defendants. | 


Mr. Law's reply took up more than an hour and three 5 
quarters, after which the jury, without heſitation; pro- 
nounced the verdict of GUILTY againſt the defendants, 
upon the whole information; and that no marriage had 
taken place between the parties in Scotland. | 


The defendants having been convicted for a eonſpira- 
cy, ought to have perſonally appeared before the juſtices 
of the Court of King's Bench at Weſtminſter, within 
the firſt four days of Mich»elmas term, to receive the 
ſentence of ſuch court ; but inſtead of doing what the 
laws of their-country required, they fled into Scotland, 

where they remained for ſometime. * For want of their © 
appearance judgement has been ſigned againſt them, by 
the court, and attachments awarded againſt all the de- 
fendants.— Thomas Wallis and Fhomas Leek Wilſon 
have been arreſted, and were both lodged in Carliſle 
goal on the 24th day of December, 1789.— Lhe other 
defendants {till abſcond. 


Whenever the defendants * venture to appear be- 
fore the court of King” s Bench, the juſtices of that court 
will diſpoſe of them in ſuch a manner as the nature of 
their crime deſerves. | 


Council for the proſecution, 
Meſſrs. LAW, CHAM BRE, and Wing 


For the defendants, 2 
Meſſrs. WOOD and LOUN DES. 
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